TeopeTndeckast U IpUKIaIHAs TUHTBUCTHKA, 2019, 5 (1), 88—100

UDC 811.512.212, 81'34

Olga N. Morozova, Svetlana V. Androsova, Semyon V. Kolesnikov
Amur State University
Blagoveshchensk, Russian Federation
morozova_ olga06(@mail.ru, androsova s@mail.ru, kolesnikov.sv(@sila-dt.ru

VOWELS DURATION IN THE EVENKI LANGUAGE*

Abstract

The present article focuses upon phonological length realization patterns of Selemdzha
Evenki vowels. The material of 90 words pronounced in isolation was obtained from 4
subjects, native fluent speakers of Evenki (1 male and 3 females, aged 54-70). They were
asked to read each word 3 times to imitate 3 positions in the utterance: initial, medial, and
final. As a result of the acoustic analysis, it was found that phonologically long vowels
possessed more than 2 times longer duration than that of short vowels. In the group of long
vowels, the direct correlation was noted between vowel openness degree and their duration:
the more closed the vowel was, the larger duration it had. In the group of short vowels, no
dependence of that sort was found: the longest vowels turned out to be the ones of the main
triangle /i-a-u/. Vowels /3:-3/ were characterized by the smallest duration in both groups.
Comparison of vowel duration in different positions of the Evenki word suggests that, on
average, the longest vowel is the one in the final syllable (before a pause), regardless of the
number of syllables in the word.
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* MccnenoBanue BbITONHEHO B pamkax HHMP 1o 06a30Boif  wacTH TrocynapCTBEHHOTO — 3aJaHUs
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