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Abstract

In conversation, speakers become more alike in various dimensions. This phenomenon,
commonly called convergence, or entrainment, is widely believed to be crucial to the success
and naturalness of human interactions. We investigate three aspects of convergence in
prosodic dimensions: automatic entrainment, turn-taking and role relations between speakers.
We explore whether speakers coordinate with each other in these dimensions over the
conversation globally as well as locally, on a turn-taking basis. The results of the research
show that the female speaker had a leading part in the course of the conversation, while the
male speaker was a follower. Some prosodic characteristics, such as pitch and syllable
duration at the end of the turn, show either individuals' identity in contrast to that of another
individual or similar strategies of accommodation. Conversely, the male speaker applied more
convergence strategies in the terminal part of the conversation within such prosodic features
as mean intensity and duration of pauses marking the transition to a new speaker.
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