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Abstract

Criticism of the concept of the formation of the French language on the basis of the francien
dialect, presented in the works of XIX-XX centuries, has led to the fact that the term and the
concept of «Francien» has become a kind of stumbling block in solving many questions of the
formation and evolution of the French language. Analysis of the criticism of the traditional
history of the French language, of the discussions about the formation of the French language
and the role of the Francien dialect in this process, of the questions of the diatopic variation of
the French and Old French showed the theoretical and methodological importance of
consistently separating the language and writing, dialect and scripta, text of the work and text
of the manuscript. The analysis of the arguments given by the opponents of the Francien
dialect and its special role in the history of the French language showed their failure. The
selection of the Francien dialect and the Francien scripta as dialect and scripta of Ile-de-
France is necessary for an adequate description of the linguistic situation in the Old and
middle French periods.
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