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Simile as a means of expressiveness of Mo Yan's language

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the similes used in the novel “Life and death are wearing me out” by Mo Yan and to
identify their themes. Using continuous sampling method, 699 examples of similes were identified in the text of
the novel for further analysis. The analysis was carried out using the descriptive method, classification and
systematization techniques. As a result, the frequency of occurrence of different groups of similes classified by
themes was obtained. The most frequent examples were those related to the group “Comparisons with
representatives of the animal world: Wild and domestic animals, birds, fish, reptiles” and “Comparisons with
inanimate objects”. The examples belonging to the group “Comparisons with "atypical" and mythical animals
(or entities)” and “Comparisons related to historical events” were characterized by the lowest frequency.
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